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22 May, 2001

Sub.:  BMIC Environmental Clearance

Dear Dr. Aggarwal,

I write in continuation of my letter to you of 26 April 2001, and subsequent telephonic conversations.  You had requested documentation with regard to the substantive objections to the Bangalore Mysore Infrastructure Corridor Project of M/s Nandi Infrastructure Corridor Enterprise Ltd.  The same is presently enclosed.

It was difficult to send this detailed documentation earlier due to the extensive need for review of the project documents and the extreme difficulty in accessing key public domain documents on the project.  

In summary, substantive information has now been provided that:

1. The project developer, M/s Nandi Infrastructure Corridor Enterprise (NICE), has committed fraud by wrongly claiming the involvement of M/s Vanasse Hangen Brustlin of USA (VHB) as a Consortium and member of the Company in order to promote the investment.   Considering that the parent MOU and all subsequent agreements and project documentation are based on this claim, and the same is not true per evidence enclosed, the entire project and all statutory clearances provided thus far are void ab initio.  


2. The EIA prepared by M/s MECON on the BMIC project for NICE is vague, based on incorrect information, and replete with partial or no information on several critical impacts of the project.  Most importantly it includes the claim of the involvement of VHB, not just as a member of the Consortium but the Company itself.  Such an EIA is in fundamental violation of many or all provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification of the Ministry of Environment and Forests.  It should therefore not form the basis of review for environmental clearance of the project.  


3. Human Rights of citizens have been violated by the Karnataka Government in conducting the Environmental Public Hearings that form the basis of the No Objection Certificate granted by KSPCB to the project on 11 August 2000 (No. KSPCB/CFE/DEO-2/AEO-2/2000-2001).  Complaints have been filed with the National Human Rights Commission on this matter and the case is under investigation (Case No. 242/10/2000-2001).  In addition, the Ulsoor Gate Police Station, Bangalore are also investigating my complaint against Mr. Sanaulla, then District Commissioner (Bangalore Urban) who chaired the Pubic Hearing at Bangalore on 5th July 2000.  Consequently, it is obligatory for the Ministry of Environment and Forests to await the result of these investigations and decisions thereof before proceeding on any matter regarding the project.


4. The review with regard to the environmental clearance for the project has been done with very poor rigour and under pressure from the Government of Karnataka and NICE.  Therefore, it would be essential for the Ministry to constitute a special investigation of its Expert Committee to the project impact area.  Such an initiative, given adequate prior public notice and access to public domain documents, will help elicit views from the affected public.  This would also enable the clearance authorities to clearly understand and appreciate the impacts of this massive urban infrastructure development project, the first such in India, perhaps the world.

Any further information with regard to the above or any other matter pertaining to the project will be brought to the notice of the Ministry as and when the need arises. 

Thanking you,

Yours truly,

Leo F. Saldanha

Coordinator

Environment Support Group

Encl.: A 20-page document detailing the concerns as above.

Cc.:  (Under Certificate of Posting)

1. Registrar, National Human Rights Commission (Law Division), New Delhi

2. Experts of the MoEF Clearance Committee on Infrastructure

3. Ms. Teresa Bhattacharya, IAS, Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka and Chair of the Empowered Committee on BMIC

4. Chief Conservator of Forests (Southern Cell), Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India

5. Mr. B. S. Patil, IAS, Principal Secretary, Dept. of Industries, Government of Karnataka

6. Dr. Srinivasan, IPS, Director General of Police, Karnataka State Police Department

7. Mr. N. Gokul Ram, IAS, Principal Secretary, Dept. of Ecology, Environment and Forests, Government of Karnataka 

8. Mr. T. Madiyal, IPS, Commissioner of Police, Bangalore

9. Dr. B. Shivalingaiah, Chairman, Karnataka State Pollution Control Board

1
1 of 2


