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National Water Policy (2002)

Modification made during the meeting


3.2 Non-conventional methods for utilization of water such as through inter-basin transfers, artificial recharge of ground water and desalination of brackish of sea water as well as traditional water conservation practices like rainwater harvesting including foof-top rainwater harvesting, need to be practiced to further increase the utilizable water resources. Promotion of frontier research and development, in a focused manner, for these techniques is necessary.

3.5  Watershed management through extensive soil conservation, catchment-area treatment, preservation of forests and increasing the  forest cover and the construction of check-dams should be promoted . Efforts shall be to conserve the water in the catchment.


4.2 The responsibilities in regard to the regulation and development of inter-state rivers to the extent it is declared by parliament by law to be in public interest lie with the Central Government. Necessary steps may be taken to facilitate optimum development and management of inter-state river basins

4.3 Appropriate river basin organizations should be established for the planned development and management of a river basin as a whole or sub basins, wherever necessary. Special multi-disciplinary units should be set up to prepare comprehensive plans taking into account not only the needs of irrigation but also harmonizing various other water uses, so that the available water resources are determined and put to optimum use having regard to existing agreements of awards of Tribunals under the relevant laws. The scope and powers of River Basin Organizations shall be decided by the basin states themselves.


5. In the planning and operation of systems, water allocation

priorities should be broadly as follows:

· Drinking water

· Irrigation

· Hydro – power

· Ecology

· Agro-industries and non-agricultural industries

· Navigation and other uses.

However, these priorities could be modified of added if warranted by the area / region specific considerations.


10. Optimal use of water resources necessitates construction of storages and the consequent resettlement and rehabilitation of population. A skeleton national policy in this regard needs to be formulated so that the project-affected persons share the benefits through proper rehabilitation. States should accordingly evolve their own detailed resettlement and rehabilitation policies taking in to account the local conditions. Careful planning is necessary to ensure that the construction and rehabilitation activities proceed simultaneously and smoothly.


27. In view of the vital importance of water for human and animal life, for maintaining ecological balance and for economic developmental activities of all kinds, and considering its increasing scarcity, the planning and management of this resource and its optimal, economical and equitable use has become a matter of the utmost urgency. to Concerns of the community needs to be taken in account for water resources development and management. The success of the National Water Policy will depend entirely in the development and maintenance of national consensus and commitments to its underlying principles and objectives. To achieve the desired objectives, state Water Policy backed with an operational action plan shall be formulated in a time bound manner say in two years. National Water Policy may be revised periodically as and when need arises.
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